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Annual Town Meeting, 
IN CLAREMONT, 
March 18th and 14th, 1855. 


' Ata legal Town Meeting, duly notified, and held at Claremont, in the 


- County of Sullivan, on Tuesday the 13th cay of March, in the year 1855, 


the following officers were chosen : | 
MODERATOR, 


Charles M. Bingham. 
TOWN CLERK, x 
James Goodwin. 
SELECTMEN, 
Wm. Clark, Wm. P. Austin, Edward Ainsworth, 
REPRESENTATIVES, 


John J. Prentiss, Moses Wheeler, John Hendee. 
TOWN TREASURER, 
Charles M. Bingham. 
SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE, 
George Ticknor. | 
SEALER OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES, 
Hial Gould. | 


y 


COMMITTEE ON SCHOOL LANDS AND LITERARY FOND, 
Albro Blodgett, Wm. Rossiter, Thomas J. Harris. 
SEALER OF LEATHER, 
Silas E. Noyes, 
FENCE VIEWERS, 
James Sperry, Ira Colby, Charles N. Goss. 
SURVEYORS OF LUMBER, 
W. P. Austin, B. J. Fletcher, L. P. Fisher. 
CONSTABLES, 
O. G. Robinson, G. W. Hall, A Burrill, F. A. Watress, H. A. Perry, 
Gardner’ Nichols, Henry Fitch. | 
MEASURERS OF WOOD, 
William Rossiter, James P Brewer, Fred, Jewett, William F. Jones, 
N. A. Meader. 
AUDITORS, 
Thomas J. Harris, William Rossiter, Edward Brown. 


POUND KEEPER, 

Seth Paul, 

HOG REEVE, 
G. W. Blodgett. 
HIGHWAY SURVEYORS 
Wm. Clark, Wm. P. Austin, Edward Ainsworth. 
COLLECTOR OF TAXES, 

Horace A. Perry. 

Voted, To raise and expend for the support of schools what the Jawre- 
quires. 

Voted, To raise fifteen hundred dollars in money forthe repairing of 
highways and bridges, to be appropriated by the Selectmen as they think 
best.. gly 

Voted, To raise two thousand dollars for legal expenditures ofthe Towa 
for the year ensuing 

Voted, To apply the interest of the Literary Fund for “the support of 
Schools the same as last year. | 

Voted, To divide the school money among the several districts the same 
as Jast year : which was 40 dollars to each district, the remainder ac- 
cording to the number of scholars. 

Voted, That the committee of school lands be authorised to give new 
leases, the parties applying for the same, paying expenses, 

Voted, to raise fifteen hundred dollars towards paying the cebts of the 
town. 
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Voted, To pay the collector 75 do)lars for collecting al] the taxes for the 
year enswing. 
Voted, That one or more of the Constables be present at all public 
meetings to keép order, 
_ Voted, To pay Engine Men, three dollars and fifty cents in addition te 
what they are entitled to by law. 
Voted, To pay the moderator ten dollars for his sevices. 


State apportionment of Taxes for tne year $1122 80 
County ee , e 1218 10 


Appointments by the Selectmen. 


CuinF EnxcinEER-AOBELIUS DICKINSON. 
ASSISTANT ENGINEERS, 
Lewis Perry, Albro Blodgett, D, W. Johnson, F. A. Watress, Veoh. 
Clay, Edward Brown, George Hart, Orlando Newton, Wm. Rossiter, E. L. 
Goddard, George Wallingford, Alvah Stevens, Charles Ball, Thos. Ayres. 
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Votes for State and County Officers. 


FOR GOVERNOR, SENA'PORS, 

Ralph Metcalf, 477 | Nathan Mudgett, 535 
Nathaniel B. Baker, 185 Oliver B. Busweil! 187 

James Bell, 38 REGISTER OF DEEDS, 
Asa Fowler, 1g | Levi W. Barton, 537 
RAILROAD COMMISSIONERS, John Town, 187 
Francis H. Lyford, 530 COUNTY TREASURER, = 
Mark Noble, 187 | Pliny Hall, 536 
Wim. Whittle, 71 Thomas Whipple, 187 
REPRESENTATIVES TO CONGRESS, Pa Sendo PAN pal ape 537 
Aaron H. Cragin, 640 | wm. S. Dathn a 537 
Wm. P. Wheeler, 1871] Clark W. Converse, ' §37 
COUNCILLORS, ‘John N. Brown, 187 
Milon C. McClure, 539 | James C. Stebbins, 187 
Carier Whitcomb,. 185 | Francis Cutting, — 185 
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FINANCIAL REPORT. 


The undersigned Auditors of the town of Claremont, for the fiscal year 
ending March 12, 1855, having attended to the duties assigned them, and 
find the account of the Selectmen, Treasurer and other Town Officers 


correctly cast and properly vouched, rspectfully submit the following 


Receipts : 


REPORT: 


Balance in the Treasury March, 13, 1854, 


For use of Town Hall, 
For Circus License, 


For grass sold from new Cemetery, 


For Taxes received of A. McLaug 


For State for Literary Fund, 

For rents on school Jands, 

For Cash from County on pauper account, 

For Cash for boarding N, Jennigon at town farm, 
For Taxes for the year 1854, in full, 

For Cash, Rail Road tax in 1853, 


73 3 ee 


For Cash of Selectmen for subs 


1854, 


For Cash of Eastman & Tenney, ; 
For Cash borrowed of Claremont Bank, 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


Paid out of the Treasury as follows : 


TOWN OFFICERS. 


A. Hitchcock, services as Auditor for 1853, 
T. J. Harris, services a> Auditor, for 1853, 
A. A. Clement, services as Auditor, for 1853, 
S. F. Redfield, services as Town Clerk, 1854, 
Nathan Waldo, services as Moderator in 1854, 
C. M. Bingham, Treasurer, 
D. S. Bowker, services as Selectman, 

66 


A. Dickinson, FY 
Wm. Clark, es 
Albro Blodgett, 
D.S. Bowker,  ‘ 
A. Dickinson, ‘“ 
Wm. Clark, 4 


ce 


as Com. on School lands, 


as Overseer of the poor, 
as Overseer of the poor, 
as Overseer of the poor, 


hlin, tax bill for 1853, 


cription for new Engine, 
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A. Dickinson, keeping town books and giving Orders, 
Geo. W. Blodgett, services as Chief Engineer, 

J. D. Pierce, services as Superintending School Com., 
A. A. Watson. services as Collector of Takes, 


INCIDENTAL EXENSES. 


20 00 
5 00 
80 00 
75 00 


$591 33 


Cash paid A. Dickinson, for rent of Office for Selectmen, Town 


Clerk and Police Court, 


Cash paid for transporting Guns, © 


do 


Alfred Burrill, services for ringing bell, 


Jas, Barker, do do do 

Jas. Barker, for services as Sexton and repairs, 
A. Burrill, for services as Sexton and repairs, 
Claremont Manuf. Co. tor printing, &c., 
Henry Rugg, repairing Engines, &c., 
Worcester Jones, Interest on Note, 

Abner Trescott, damages for bad highway, 
Joseph Weber, printing, &c, 


- Chas, H. Ainsworth, Interest an Note, 


Geo. W. Merrifield, for Towa Books, &c., 
George A, Parker, damage for bad highway, 
Leander Harriman, repairing Hearse, 

James Barker, for Travers Sleigh for Hearse, 
D. F. Maynard, for enroling Militia, 

S. F. Redfield, for Wood for Police Court Room, 
5. F. Redfield, for Curtains tor Hearse, 

W. M. Ladd, for Teachers’ Institute, 

Brown & Hart, Stakes for Cemetery, 

Daniel Atwood, damages for bad highway, 
Daniel $. Bowker, for Stationery, . 
O. F. B. Waite, for printing, &c., 

H. A. Perry, for team to Town Farm, &c. 


Cash Paid for Support of Paupers, 


do _—_ tor Militia, 

de _— for Engine Men, 

do for Highways ané Bridges, 

do for abatement of Taxes, 

do _ for Building and repairing School Houses, 

do _ for New Engine & Hose, Engine House, repairs and 
Reserviors, ; 


35 00 
5 95 
31 00 


18 00 
12 00 
107 43 
40 74 
12 79 
33 00 
20 00 
27 00 
15 00 
20 74 
12 00 
3 50 
20 00 
3 00 
4 00 
6 00 
72 18 
4 00 
42 75 
1 34 
9 25 
1 00 


$557 67 
1,041 59 
5 00 
199 68 
563 92 
68 15 
1,100 00 


2,309 14 


Dist. No. 
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PAID FOR SCHOOLING. 
No. of Scholars, 175 


57 
23 
79 
58 
36 


TOWN FARM. | 


$351 50 


141 46 
80 94 
189 62 
143 24 
104 08 


127 22 


111 20 
141 46 
73 82 
95 18 
75 60 
86 28 
98 74 
305 22 
69 84 
458 30 
132 56 
75 60 


$2872 S6 


Having likewise investigated the operations of the Town Farm for the 
last year, as exhibited to us by the Selectmen, the result we give in the 


following 


| ABSTRACT : 
Amount of Property, as appraised, March, 1854, 


Amount drawn from the Treasury, 
Interest on the Cost of Farm, 


1485 94 
1041 59 
228 00 


Amount of Personal Property as appraised March,1855, 1498 09 


do 


Rec. from County & paid into the Treasury, 
do Rec. for boarding N. Jennison, 


do Due from the County, 
do Due from Sundry Persons, 


Balance against the Farm, 


686 40 


2755 53 


20 25. 


21 10 
24 59 


2250 43 


$505 10 


7 
RECAPITULATION. 


Amount Due from the Town for money borrowed, including 


principal and interest, $2450 00 
Deduct Amount cue in Tax Bill for 1853, 26 79 
Balance in the Treasury, 21 36 

——- 48 15 
Indebtedness of the Town, $2401 85 


The Town having appropriated the Literary fund, now amounting to 
$4064,98, to general purposes, is liable to said fand for the annual Interest 
therein for the purposes of Public Schooling. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 

Claremont, March 13, 1855. 


_ WILLIAM ROSSITER, } Auditors. 
AMOS HITCHCOCK, 


oe D® @ ere- 


8 
REPORT 


Of the Superintending School Com. of Claremont, 
FOR THE YEAR ENDING MARCH, 1855. 


% 
FreLtow Citizens: 

The Committee, to whose care the supervision of your common schools 
has been consigned, the past year, would present for your indulgent consid: 
eration, his third and last annual report. 

Without occupying space with preliminaries, we enter at once on the task 
before us, by asking yonr attention to some comments on your 


SCHOOL PROPERTY. 


It gives us pleasure to chronicle the thorough renovation of the school 
house in No. 18. It has been raised up, enlarged, and tastily finished, with 
all the modern improvements, and what was a small, low, unsightly inclos- 
ure, now zs a commodious, convenient, and attractive school room. In the 
name of the pupils in this ward, we thank its citizens for their liberality. — 

By this act, they have given evidence that they feel an interest in the 
health and comfort, and in the intellectual and moral welfare, of their chil- 
dren. 

We hope the time may not be far distant, when Dist. 3, 4, and 10, will 
take measures to exchange the miserable buildings, called school houses, 
within their limits, for spacious and elegant structures, which shall be worthy 
of the name. We believe that a portion of their ‘‘ surplus revenue,” could 
not be more wisely and profitably expended. By so doing, we should sup- 
pose, they might labur more cheerfully, by day, and sleep more quietly, by 


night. 

We would recommend that window blinds be furnished for all the school 
houses which are destitute of the appendage, except those that have waxed 
old, and are ready to vanish away. We recommend them, not mainly ‘be- 
cause they are ornamental—though this consideration should have its due 
weight,—but chiefly for the sake of convenience and comfort. Shouid it be 
deemed inexpedient, by any of the districts that are destitute, to purchase 
blinds, curtains should be substituted for them. These, of course, can be 
procured at a trifling expense. Some valuable apparatus has found its way 
into several of our school rooms during the year, but there are a few 
that are still destitute of furniture, with the exception of black-boards. A 
globe, a set of outline maps, a chart of the Vocal elements,and we may add, a 
quarto dictionary for reference, is needed in all of them. Shall not the want 
be speedily supplied? It will require somewhat of a pecuniary sacrifice of 
us, but it may de charitably hoped that we are willing to be liberal in our 
expenditures for the benefit of the rising race. With all the helps and appli- 
ances, with which they may be favored, there is obviously no danger of their 
becoming too wise, or too virtuous. We pass tospeak of . 


TEACHERS. 

Thirty-seven teachers have been employed during the year—fifteen males, 
and twenty-two females. Twenty-eight of them, had had more or less expe- 
rience,—the remaining nine, were new in the business. Some of them, 
though siroheat qualified for the office, have partially failed in the fields 
of labor whete their lot has been cast, while others, though not remarkably 
well fitted to teach, have been very popular and eminently successful,—so 
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true it is that the reputation of a teacher depends, to a great extent, on other 
circumstances, than his real ability. There are, at least, four qualifications 
which may be regarded indispensable to the acceptableness of a teacher—an 
unblemished moral character—adequate literary attainments—aptness to 
teach—and tact to govern. No one should presume to bea candidate for the 
office, who is conscious of being deficient in any of these particulars. 

Besides these indispensables, it is very desirable that a teacher should love 
children, and be able to sympathize with them, that he should have a taste 
for the calling, and enjoy the duties of the school room, that he should be fully 
sensible of the responsibleness of the station, and that he should be intimate- 
ly acquainted with human nature. 

We have approbated none whose moral worth and literary acquirements, 
we thought we had reason to question, but it may be feared, that,in one or 
two instances, we were somewhat mistaken in regard to the accuracy and 
thoroughness of the intellectual qualifications, and the result ‘has proved, 
that, in imparting knowledge, and in exercising discipline, a few of our 
teachers have been deficient. But it is believed that our teachers, as a whole, 
in respect to the ability which they have possessed, the fidelity with which 
they have toiled, and the success with which their efforts have been crowned, 
will not suffer in comparison with those of former years. They have given 
tangible evidence of their desire to be true to their trust, to be profitable 
servants of their employers, and to merit the approbation of parents, and ot 
your committee. We may be more definite in commenting on their exccl- 
lencies and deficiencies, under the head of 


SCHOOLS. 


It is believed that a brief sketch of every school may be acceptable. We 
would fain be just to each and all, but as we are not infallible, we may eir in 
judgment. We shall describe them as they appeared to us, and should we 
be’so unfortunate as to do injustice to any of them,no one will regret it 
more heartily than ourself. We shall speak of them in the numericél! order 
of the districts, and designate the terms by the figures 1,and 2, in the margin, 
the former denoting the summer, the latter, the winter term, in all cases. 


No. Bi. 1. The primary school was taught by an experienced teacher to 
great acceptance. She was deservedly popular with both pupils and parents, 
and the denortment and progress of her young charge, were worthy of warm 
commendation. 

A well quaiified, judicious, and earnest teacher presided over the grammar 
department, but in consequence of irregularity in attendance on the part of 
‘the scholars, the progress made, was not commensurate with the efforts of the 
instructor. a 

2. The primary depaitment was under the care of the teacher who had 
chargeof the grammar department in the summer, and her school met with - 
our entre approbation. . 

The grammar school was less satisfactory to some than to others. The 
scholars were quite irregular in attendance, as usual, and the advancement 
was not so great as we would like to report it. If there was any defect on 
the part of the teacher, it was on the scoge of discipline. 


Wo. 2. 1. This was an excellent school, and so far as we could learn, 
universal satisfaction was given by the accomplished teacher. : 

2. The school was favored with a mode! teacher who succeeded in infusing 
his own energy into the minds and hearts of his pupils, and the result was 
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very gratifying. We joy to give publicity to the fact, that the schools in this 
district, through the year, for a marvel, have been entirely satisfactory to the 
scholars, the parents and the committee. 


No. 3. 1. This district is unfortunate in having so few scholars, that it is 
almost impossible, to excite a spirit of emulation among them. It enjoyed 
the services of a diligent and conscientious teacher, but as she had but little 
material to work upon, the result of her labors was not so flattering as she 
deserved. . - 

2. This school was not visited near its close, and hence we cannot * report 
progress.”” The term was not so long as we were told it would be, which, 
we may venture to call, an ominous circumstance, to say the least. 


No. 4. 1. A medium school—in reference both to progress and disci- 
pline. In justice to the estimable teacher, we should say that the sickness 
and death of a near relative friend, during the term, may have rendered her 
less efficient than she would otherwise have been. 

2. ‘This was the only school during the year that had the misfortune to be 
given in charge of two instructors, the same term. The former teacher, 
though he had taught the school, last winter, to such acceptance as to be 
employed again, was found, in these ‘* Know Nothing” times, to be consti- 
tutionally ineligible to the office, in consequence of not being “a citizen of 
the United States,’ and objections having been made to him, he voluntarily 
withdfew. His successor has labored with a good degree of success, and we 
have been happily disappointed in the soldier-like discipline, manifested by 
his school when we have been in it. | 


No. 5. 1. This school was taught by a tyro in the art, who was remark- 
able for activity, vivacity and promptness. She needs but experience to be 
eminently successtul in the profession. 

2. The deportment was creditable both to teacher and scholars. And the 
improvement exhibited, was an evidence of mutual diligence and fidelity. 


No. 6. 1. This school was consigned to an inexperienced inst) uctor.—- 
She was faithful to her mission, but had she put forth a little more energy, it 
is believed she would have accomplished more of good. The school, thoug 
rather small, is forward, and needs a first class teacher. 

2. There were here excellent scholars, an excellent teacher,and conse- 
quently an exce}lent school. 


No. %. 1. In this district, the school was “ worthy of all commendation,” 
having had a long tried and devoted teacher, who 1s apt to teach, and skill- 
ful to rule. Hence the school was acceptable to all concerned. 

2. A young and promising teacher gave evidence that he is already “a 
workman that needeth not be ashamed.” Activity and thoroughness were 
manifested on the part of both teacher and scholars. 


Wo. 8. 1. The language used in regard to the summer term in No. 7, 
may be applied to this school withont any modification, 

2. A good scholar and a worthy young man was employed here, but there 
was a failure in the department of discipline which lessened the profit of the 
school. 


Wo. 9. 1. The teacher whose services were secured by this district, has 
taught in town, many years. By natural endowments and acquired qualifi- 
cations, she is singularly fitted for her chosen profession, and she magnifies. 
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the office by her industry, faithfulness, and earnestness. Her sehool was 
well taught, and well disciplined. 

2, The summer teacher taught this term also, and she fully sustained the ° 
reputation previously acquired, The highest commendation should be award- 
ed to the school. 


No. 10. 1. In this district, there are but few children, and the school 
is consequently quite small. The teacher had had large experience, and she 
accomplished as much as could be reasunably expected, in the circumstances 
in which she was placed. 7 

2. Here*we found good order, and « commendable degree of interest. We 
think that fair progress was made. 


No. 4. 1. This was formerly a backward school, but it give us pleasure 
to say that for some time past, its progress towards excellence has been rap- © 
id. Its teacher was characterized by diligence, mildness, and suavity of mans 
ners. Hence she won the affection of her pupils, and warm affection insures 
obedience. 

2, It may be remarked that this is one of the few schools in which there is 
neverany difficulty—both parents and children being remarkably peaceably 
disposec. The teacher acquitted himself with honor,and the term wasa 
pleasant and profitable one. 


No. 212. 1. We have here a small, but very talented school. In refer-. 
ence to the teacher, we know not that there was any thing particularly ex- 
ceptionable or commendable. She was young, inexperienced, and we fear, 
not quite so ambitious as the welfare of her charge required. 

2. Taught by the summer teacher in No. 13, with flattering suecess, 


No. 18. 1. A profitable school, having had a devoted teacher, and well 
disposed pupils. Commendable improvement was made. 

2. This school appeared passably well, when we were in it near its com- 
mencement, but owing to having been misinformed in regard to its length, 
we did not visit it near its close, and hence, we do not feel authorised to pro- 
nounce judgment on its merits or demerits. 


No. 84. 1. Anexcellent disciplinarian had charge of this school, and it 
was noted forits quiet. It should be credited also, for fair progress in the 
oranches taught. 

2. A first class instructor labored here, and was eminently successful. 


NW. 45. 1. Primary department. We hesitate not to say that this teach- 
er discharged her obligations with fidelity and unusual success. We were 
much pleased with the appearance of the school, with the interest manifesied 
by the children in the exercises, and with the stillness which pervaded the 
room. 

The grammar department was only about half as large as it should have 
been. Its teacher was thoroughly qualified, and indefatigable in her efforts 
to promote the welfare of her charge, but there was not the measure of prog- 
ress that there would have been, had the scholars been more constant and 
. punctual in attendance. 


2. Tho primary school was consigned to the teacher of the grammar de- 
partmentin the summer. She was very devoted to her duties, and the prog- 
ress made was proportioned to her untiring efforts. 

The grammar department was in most respects, a model school. It hada 
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gifted and working teacher, and well disposed and studious pupils. Perfect 
harmony existed between them, and, though * comparisons are odious,’’ we 
may say that it was one of the most profitable schools in town. 


No. 16. 1. In progress and discipline, this school was entitled to a 
medium rank. ° 

2. In regard to this term, there was nothing to censure,—every thing to 
commend. The accomplished instructor fulfilled her mission, in a manner 
as creditable to her, as it was gratifying to us. ; 


No. £8. 1. The school in this district’ was in the hands of a faithful 
teacher, whose services were satisfactory to all interested. 4 

2. There was in this school-an unusually large proportion of bright, intelli- 
gent and active scholars. Its teacher was second to none, perhaps, as an in- 
structor, but a little too pliant, we thought, as a disciplinarian. ‘The school, 
however, was a profitable one. 


Wo. 19. 1. In this district, we have a small and backward school. The 
teacher filled the office, for the first time, but though she was called, like the 
teacher in No. 4, to experience a painful domestic bereavement, during the 
term, she was deserving of commendation for fidelity to her trust. 

2. A well qualified teacher and a satisfactory school. 


We have had 495 weeks of schooling, during the year—average length of 
the schools, 27 3-4 weeks. Number of scholars, in summer, 515, in winter. 
634. Average, in summer, 392, or 76 per cent, in winter, 496 or 78 per cent, 

The longest terms were 16 weeks, in No. 2, in summer, and in No. 12, in 
winter. The shortest terms were 8 weeks, in No. 11, in summer, and Nos. 
3,10, and 13, in winter. The largest school was in No. 1, grammar depart- 
ment, in winter, consisting of 53 scholars. The smallest schools were in 
Nos. 12 and 19, in summer, comprising but 9 scholars. The statistics in de- 
tail of all the schools, are given in an Abstract appended to the report. 


CONCLUSION. 


Had we space, we would enlarge on several points, to which we would like 
to call attention, but having already trespassed quite too Jong on your pa- 
tience, we must forbear. You will permit us to say a word, however, in ref-_ 
erence toan enterprise, which has been agitated among us for some time past 
—the establishment of a High School. The poet bids us 

‘¢ Learn to labor and to wait.” ; 
We have learned ‘to wait’’ in regard to this measure,—we would suggest 
that it is time ‘‘ to labor.”” We should suppose that the need of such an In- 
stitution, must be obvious to all. It seems to us ©‘ a consummation devoutly 
to be wished,’’ and we doubt not, that the project is, not only expedient, but 
practicable. Let us take hold of it, then, with willing minds and openpurses, 
and labor unitedly, earnestly, and perseveringly, and the end will be attained. 

{n retiring from the field in which he has labored, the last three years, 
your Committee would express his grateful acknowledgments for the confi- 
dence that has been reposed in him, and for your indulgence in overlooking 
his mistakes and errors. May the benedictions of Heaven ever rest on our 
Common Schools. Respectfully submitted. : vill 


J.D. PIERCE, 


Superintending School Committee of Claremont. 


Of the Schools in Claremont, for the year ending March, 1855. 
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AN ABSTRACT 


Sie us 
a\ = 2 
S| 28 
e|g @ 
#h Ss TEACHERS. 
acd 
25 
5 2 
1} Ist S. Powers. 
< O. M. Blodgett. 
9d . 6c a3 
6 E. O. Jameson. 
2\ Ist L. Pearson. 
2d A. Roundy. 
3] Ast J. A. Thorndike. 
2d J. G. Freeman. 
4| Ist M.A. Grannis. 
2d J. Dalpi & W.. Balloch. 
5] Ast H. P. Jones. 
2d J, W. Patrick 
6) Ist FE, A. Cassady. 
2d S. L. Chase. 
7: Ist | L.A Sperry 
2d S. H. Webb. 
8] Ist M.A. Ainsworth, 
2d G. A Merrill. 
9| Ist L: D, Ladd. 
Ad 73 (a3 
10; Ist | E.C, Demming. 
2d G. A, Vinton. 
11} Ist E. Cowles. 
2d H. A. Philbrook. 
12}, ist }. M.J. Perry. 
2d E. L. Patrick. 
13 lst 66 66 
2d E, Symonds. 
[4] lst | E. A. Demming. 
2d A.D. Lear. 
_ 15) Ist | H. M, Handerson. 
as | F. A, Hunt. 
od “ “sb 
a J, W. Webster, 
16; Ist S. Labaree. 
2d J. Labaree. 
ie Ist ; P.J. Bailey. 
2d C. W. Peabody, 
“4 lst N. J. Grannis, 
2d W. Metcalf. 
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PRUDENTIAL COM’S. 


G. W. Biopeerr. 


L. Doe. 

F. SMiTH. 

J. TYLer. 

J. LEET, Jr. 
R. Cassapy. 
O. VosE. 

S. MrrcwHeu. 
S. Hann. 
Wm. H. Forp. 
R. JoHNSON. 
T. FIrigLp. 
W. CuarrFin. 
M. Proctor. 


A. M. Briuines. 


C. N. Goss, 
L. P. FisHEer, 


S.C. GRANNIS. 
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REPORT 


Of the Superintending School Committee for District No. 1 


€ 


For the year ending March, 1859. 


ere 


The Superintending School Committee of District No. 17, under the 
‘Somersworth Act,” make tothe town the foilowing Report : 


The schoo! houses remain nearly as they were last year, except the 
Grammar School Room on Sullivaa street. Jt has been enlarged by tak- 
ing a closet into the main room and placing some settees in if, Still three 
scholars are compelled to sit in each desk, leaving the room wholly inad- 
equate for the accommodation of such a school, 

‘Three schools Lave been kept in the district in summer and winter, 
and six teachers have been employed, all of whom jabored ardently for 
success, They all succeeded to some extent, and some of them toa 
great degree. The primary school, on Sullivan street, was taught in 
summer by Miss Diantha G. Sargent, of this town, Her manner was 
quiet and pleasant, and the school made commendable progress. The 
number of scholars was 50—average number 42. 

The same school in winter was taught by Miss A. R. Blodgett, of Ran- 
dolph, Vt. The number of scholars 67—average number 55. The 
school was far from that quiet order which is desirable, but the teacker 
was very laborious, and good progress was made in study. She labored 
under the disadvantage of having tco large a number of scholars, and 
studies which do not belong to that grade of school, pecalise there was 
no room for them in the school above. 

The primary school on the Terrace, was taught in summer by Miss E. 
R. Putnam, of thistown. The whole number of scholars in her schoo! 
was 48—average number 41. The number of small scholars was large. 
To avoid the disorder of their presence in the school room, it was her 
habit to hear these first, and then send them into the recitation room un- 
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der the care of one of the older scholars as a monitor, or allow them to 
have a longrecess. These monitors were not all satisfactoiy to those 
who liked the personal care of the teacher, but the attention of the com: 
mittee was not called to itin season todo any good. The older scholars 
made commendable progress. 

This school was tanght in winter by Miss E. A. Ayres, uf Windsor, Vt. 
She wasan exceilent teacher, in insiruction and discipline, Complaint 
was made for a single case of severity, but otherwise uniform salisfac- 
tion was given, and very marked improvement was made, Her register 
was fully filled out in a legible manner, and the names arranged in al- 
phabetical order. No. of scholars 42—average no, 35, 


The Grammar School was taught in suminer by Miss E. P. Hood, of 
Chelsea, Vi.. The number of scholars was 32—-average number es 
When first visited by the committee the school appeared very well, and 
seemed to promise an excellent school, but forthe last two or three weeks 
the number of scholars so dwindled that it was impossible for the com- 
mittee to form avery definite judgment of the progress of the scholars. 


In winter the school was taught by Mr W, W. Stickney, of Lebanon. 
Whole number of scholars 67—average number 54. Mt 3, was a teach- 
er of expetience and.reputation. Jt is seldom we find a teacher who ac- 
complishes so much in training scholars to read. In breaking up mono- 
tony, and old, bad habits, and in instruction generally, he was equally 
success{ul. 


In his efforts to have a still and quiet school some misunderstanding 
was produced, but, though healed, there was not thal perfect confi- 
dence restored between teacher and scholars which before existed, 


The attenticn of the committee has been given to a better classification 
of our schools and books, and we think with good success, Litthe more 
can be gained in this direction till we shall have a High School. That 
will bring all the other schools into line, and tend to diminish the number 
of studies, which is very important to be secured. 


It was the misfortune of this committee to have two candidates come 
before them, whom they were compelled, in duty, to reject for want of 
qualification, and though they underwent asecond trial, it was with no 
better success, The last trial was on the morning on which the schools 
-weretocommence. It would be better to have the ieachers examined | 
when they come to engage their schools. [t would free the candidate 
irom mortification, and give the prudential committee opportunity to ob- 
lain other teachers before the schvols aie to commence. 


Tt is due to ail our teachers. to-state that they filled out their Registers 

With tolerable accuracy, aud deposited them with the prudential com- 
mittee, so that they were all found without trouble, But if they all un- 
derstood how much labor would be saved 1o the committee by their put- 
ting down the names of. the scholars in alphabetical order, no one, it is 
presumed, would fail to write them in that manner. 


Jt is also due to the teachers. to say they were ie le not to 4 or 
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encourage the school to get up any exhibition durirg school term, as it 
takes a large part of the few weeks they have to give to study during 
the winter, and they gave their influence in the right direction. 


During the year 209 scholars have attended school two weeks or more ; 
$458 30 have been appropriated to schools in this district: giving to 
each scholar $2,20. Tha schools kept in summer 14 weeks—in winter 
13., - ; 


$365,87 is raised by tax 
45,91 interest on literary fund. 
36,39 rents on school lands. 
10,13 rail road tax. 


We should have at least five weeks more school than we have the 
present year, though it is an unspeakable favor to have what we do. 


All which is regpectfully submitted, 


NATHANIEL TOLLES, ) | 
WILLIAM EARL, Superintending 
NATHAN WALDO, — Committee. 
OLIVER AYER, ay 

March 13, 1855, 


J. Weber, Printer . . Claremont, N, H. 


